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that had been made to surrender them as soon as the
two hundred livres of beaver should be paid; 2nd,
that they were not less surprised to see how their
Country had been seized without their consent; 3rd,
that the English were to quit the country as soon as
possible, and set the prisoners at liberty; that they
would expect an answer within two months, and that
if, after that time, satisfaction were refused them
they would know how to obtain justice.

It was in the month of July of the year 1721 that
this letter was carried to Boston, by some English-
men who had been present at the conference. As
two months passed by without receiving an answer
from Boston, and as, besides, the English had
ceased to sell the Abnakis powder, lead, and pro-
visions as they had been doing before this conten-
tion, our Savages were disposed to retaliate; all the
influence which Monsieur the Marquis de Vaudreuil
had over their minds was needed to make them put
off for some time longer violent proceedings.

But their patience was exhausted by two acts of
hostility committed by the English, about the end
of December in the year 1721, and the beginning of
the year 1722. The first was the abduction of
Monsieur de Saint Casteins. This Officer is a Lieu-
tenant in our army; his mother was an Aénakis, and
he has always lived with our Savages, whose esteem
and confidence he has deserved to such a degree that
they have chosen him for their Commandant-
General. In this capacity he could not be exempt
from attending the conference of which I have just
spoken, in which the question was to settle the
interests of the Aénakis, his brothers. The English
blamed him for this; they sent a little vessel to the



